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be rendered to the work of this great Austra-
lian idealist. I realise that in my remarks on
this cccasion I am specially privileged as a
view member. Hon. members have listened to
me with considerate attention, and although
there have been a few interjections, rather
than be frightened of them I welcome them.
It has been a pleasant experience to win a
seat in Parliament, and I hupe I shall emu-
laie the spirit and character of the late Hon.
J. A. Greig. 1£1 fail in my desire to emulate
them, [ trust hon. members will be ind
enough to appreciate that it will not be be-
canse 1 have not the desire, but becanse I am
not able to.

On motion by Hon. J. R. Brown, debate
adjourned.

LAPSED BILLS (2)—RESTORED.
Assembly’s Message.

Messages from the Assembly received and
read requesiing the Council, in acecordance
with the Standing Orders relating to lapsed
Bills, to resume consideration of the under-
mentioned Bills:--

1. Main Roads. '
2. Plant Diseases Aet Amendment.

As to Second Readings.

On motions by the Colonial Secretary re-
solved: That the Bills havinz been read in
this House a first ime last session, the second
readings be made Orders of the Day for the
next sitting of the House.

House adjourned at 5.55 p.m.
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Tegislative Hsgembly,
Thursday, 13th Augusi, 1925,

Paae
Qu-tlon Duty on kerosene and petrol ... 248
Land Tax and Income Tax Act Amendment., 208

1B. e
Grouwp Settlers" Ad\ances. B . e 208
Jury Act Amendment, 1R . 208
Real Property (Commonv.ealt.h Titlea) e 208
Electornl Act Amendment, w208
Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment IB e 208
Tralic Act Amendment, 1R, . e 268
Lapsed Bills, restoration s 288
Address-in- repl}, seventh day ... - 200

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DUTY ON EKEROSENE
AND PETROL.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Premicr: Ys he aware of a proposal
now hefore the Tarilf Board suggesting a
duty of 2d. per gallon on kerosene that in
this State will amount to £19,595, and of a
proposal fo inerease the duty on petrol from
1d. to 3d. per gallon that in this State will
mean an additional contribution of £41,000%
Has he, or will he, protest to the Federal
Government against these suggestions?

The PREMIER replied: I read in the
newspapers that these taves were proposed,
and immediately the announcement appeared,
T telegraphed fo the Federal Government
strongly protesting against any soch taxes
being imposed.

BILLS (7)—FIRST READING.

1, Land Tax and Inecome Tax Act Amend-
ment.

™

Group Settlers Advances.
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Jury Act Amendment.

, Real Property (Commonwealth Titles).
5, Electoral Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Justice.
Industrial Arbitration Aet Amendment.

Traffe Act Amedment.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
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LAPSED BILLS (2)—RESTORATION.
Main Koads Bili.
The MIXISTER FOR WORKS moved—-

That a message be sent to the Legislative Council
to the following effect:—'* The Legislative As-
zembly requests that the consideration of the Main
Roads Bill, which lapsed during last seasion of
Parlisment, may be resumed by the Legislative
Couneil.,”

Mr, THOMSON: Before the motion is
put:

Mr. SPEAKER: There can be no discus-
sion. This is a formal notice of motion
simply to restore business to the Notice
Paper. If there be any objections to its
being taken as formal, of course, it cannot
e procecded with.

Mr, THOMSON: 1 was wondering
whether it would be possible to get a state-
ment from the Minister as to whether this
House will hate an op| ortunity to deal with
the Bill.

The Premier: Tt will come here.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is merely de-
signed to restore the Bill to the position it
ocenpied last session.

Mr. THOMSOXN : Will this House have an
opportunity to discuss the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course it will, at
some slage.

Question put and passed.

Plant Diseases Act Amendment Bill.

On motion by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture, resolved—

That a message be sent to the Legislative Couneil
to the following effect:—" The Legislative As-
sembly requests that the consideration of a Bill
for an Act to amend the Plant Diseases Act, 1914,
which lapsed during last session of Parlinment,
may be resumed by the Legislative Council.”

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previeus day.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [442]: 1 am
sure I voice the o}inion of members on this
side of the House when I say how gratified
we were at the impression that the Premier
made in England. Whatever we may say to
or against one another in this Chamber, we
cannot bnt be pleased when the representa-
tive of the State, be he Labour or National,
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acquits himself well and upholds the credit
and prestige of the State. This is the first
occasion on which the present Governor has
delivered the Speech to Parliament. I
should like to express my appreciastion to
the Piemier’s department for having en-
abled me to accompany His Excellency on
his first trip to the outside country. The
people of Westonia and Walgoolan are
proud of the fact that the Governor's first
trip was made to those towns. On another
occasion 1 met His Excellency at Keller-
berrin. His Execellency’s predecessor, Sir
Franeis Newdegate, endeared himself to the
people of the State and established a very
fine reputation here, but I think Sir William
Campion bids fair to rival Sir Francis in
that respect. His Excellency seemed to be
ubiquitous in moving about and acquiring
knowledge of the State and its requirements
and, as the Americans would say, he was
a real “go-getter.” Regarding the prospects
of the State, the last three yvears have wit-
nessed considerahle progress, and we can
now congratulate ourselves upon the turn
of the tide. Tt is gratifying that the
revenue is so buoyant, and though the
£262,000 of additional interest and sinking
fund paid last year represenis a hurden that
must be seriously reckoned with, it should
not oceasion undue anxiety, provided the
progress of recent years can be maintained.
There is just one thing I wish to mention
particalarly. I have heen questioned in

the country about the large sum of
£280,000 under the item of reimburse-
ments. Indeed, I may say that in the

train, on the tram, on the track, and at
street corners I have been asked how it is
that so large a sum was imported into our
aceounts for one year.

The Premier: It is gratifying to know
that the man in the street takes such an
interest in the finances of the State.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: I attribute a good
deal of that interest to the faet that a
good deal of what we do and say in the
House is now being very fully reported in
the “Tiaily News” Many members of the
Chamber have not too much time for the
proprietary of that paper.

Mr. Latham: That is a very unfair state-
ment to make.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : 1 am not speaking
about the hon. member interjecting. I say
“many members.” Perhaps I may qualify
my statement by saying that in the past
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many members have not been too favour-
ably disposed to that proprietary. The
reports in the “Daily News” have been and
are heing read, and there is among the
public 2 better understanding of the mem-
bers of this Chamber and the work they
do.

The Premier: I think that the more the
publie read of what is said here, the more
confused they will become,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Perhaps the Premier
may be right. Possibly it is like listening
to two men arguing. One man gives his
side, and listeners think the other fellow
has not a leg to stand on; but when that
other fellow starts, it seems as if the first
man had a great cheek to get up and speak
at all. The ordinary man in the street
has not, in the past, taken too much notice
of what goes on here, nor has he reahsed
what members of Parliament are doing.
However, that is away from the subject.
As regards the large amount coming in as
reimbursements during one year, it strikes
one as an extraordinary oceurrence, and
makes one wonder whether two years’ re-
imbusements have gone into one year.
Though I am not really prepared to speak
to-night, yet there are one or fwo matters
on which I must say something in connee-
tion with the Address-in-reply. From one
aspect they are matters which may perhaps
be regarded as parochial, but from another
point of view they are of State-wide im-
portance. First T will refer to the settle-
ment of new lands. According to the
Speech, a vigorous policy of land settle-
ment is taking place, and is to be pro-
ceeded with further. The migration agree-
ment, having been fixed up, we can expect
a large accession of people in the near
future. At present I am continually being
written to by young fellows who are atter
land. One of them, a fine young fellow
who would make an excellent settler, but
who of course has to take his ehance with
other applicants, informs me that he was
one of 64 applicants for a bloek. Almost
neadless to say, he did not get that hlock.
On four other oceasions he has also failed.
The nther day he eame to me in something
like distress about his failures, and seemed
tn think there was no possibility of his
gettine land. T told him to keep on with
what he was doing—he is gaining experi-
enen on a farm—and offered to assist him
by recommending him to the Land Selec-
tion Ro-rd if that would help him at all.
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I also said to him, “ln time you will get
your block all right” I pointed out to
him that one and a half million aeres of
land bad been surveyed between Pithara,
Dalwallinu, Bullfinch, and Westonia. 1
khave seen a summary of the elassification
of that land. The problem of settling the
eountry in question, particularly as one
gets out to ithe east and north-east of the
area, will have to be approached with much
caution and care. Near Dalwallinu and
Pithara, and on to Bencubbin, there is an
assured rainfall; but as one proceeds east
the rainfall rapidly falls off, and north to
east, of eourse, it becomes still less. The
other evening the member for Toodyay
{Mr. Lindsay) gave some figures of which
I think the House did not guite grasp the
importance. He pointed out that the Buli-
fineh rainfall is something over 11 inches,
and that in South Australia on land with
a similar rainfall, land at one time con-
sidered valueless, ecrops of 11 and 12
bushels are being grown, The hon, member
is getting further tignres on the subject,
and they will, T am sure, be submitted to
the Minister for Agrienlture. The mem-
ber for Toodyay emphasised  the fact,
which I desire to emphasise now, that the
fine block of eountry in question will have
to be settled by practical men, men who
will farm well. Further, as the hon. mem-
ber stated, if the Government are going to
assist in development there, they must ecall
the tune that is to be playved. The men
taking wp that country will have to farm
properly. Before they take up the coun-
try, some form of transpert will have to
be provided for them, and water supphes
will have to be found. Having had 2 good
deal of eonversation with the Honorary
Minister in charge of water supply, I know
that considerable activity is being dis-
played by the department. 1 am gratified
to learn that the Government are doing
what I vrged at the beginning of last ses-
sion, namely taking steps to ascertain be-
forehand the character of the land, and
the possibilities of water supply. The
whole of that country—with the exeeption
of a small streteh east of Tilikin Rocks, to
whiech surveyors are heing sent this week
—has already been surveved. On the open-
ing day of Parliament I gave notice of a
question as to the Ratlway Advisory Boeard
inspecting that country, and T have since
learned that on the day prior to my ques-
tion heing answered they had set out to
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extend their inspection on systematic lines
to Bullinch and Westonia, taking in the
whole of the area in question. Thus an
adequate idea will be obtained as to the
plan which should be laid down for rail-
waye to serve that distriet. I have also
asked some questions in regard to the
Stropach-Dutton railway system, and as 1o
other light line systems. I do not know
that the Stronach-Dutten system is going
to fill the bill here; neither do I know that
the light lines used in the trenches during
the war, and which 1 believe did excellent
service there, will meet our needs. But 1
do know that while I was a resident of the
goldfields I went to a certain place to find
a woodline, out from Kambaliie, going in
from Broad Arrow, and that I discovered
that the railway had been moved a distance
of many miles from its original position.
That railway has been transported jusl
as requirements ealied for change of position.
We know that only a limited number of
miles of railway can be laid down in the
near future. We know also that the people
in the Newdegate and Ravensthorpe dis-
tricts are calling for assistanee in the form
of motor lorries, or any other means of get-
ting their prodncts to market. Cannot some-
thing be done by the light line system to
meet the needs of those people, and of set-
tlers in the huge area east of Salmon Gums?
Are those large distriefs to lie idle, possibly for
years, until we are able to build railways
of standard gauge through them? A son of
wmine who was at the war, and many friends
of mine who were at the war, have told me
of the wonderful work done by the light
line railways behind the trenches. Perhaps
the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson)} may he
able to give the House some information on
that point.

Mr. Panton: Those light lines would not
be suitable for the agricultural areas.

Mr. Corboy: The member for Aven has
not seen those railways.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I know I have not seen
them, but these matters are worth inquiring
intop. There is wmore in them than meets
the eye. The Sironach-Dutfon system, ot
all events, has been tried and proved. Never
mind if the light lines behind the trenches
were not a soceess. We have had a new
system deseribed in the Press by Mr. R, F.
PFitzgerald, D.S.0. The member for Yilgam
(Mr. Corboy) may be able to prove that
there is nothing in the system; still, it is
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worth inquiring into. If the Stronach-Dut-
fon system is useless, and if the light line
systems are useless, then millions of acres
of our country will have fo lie idle indelin-
itely, awaiting settlement.

Mr. Corboy: I did not say that. In the
army, however, there were millions of men
available for that sort of labour, if required.

Hon. W. D. Johpson: Does the mem-
ber for Avon realise that this supposedly
experimental light lines system has been
worked out in Western Australia for the
last 20 years?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Let me read an ex-
tract from Mr. Fitzgerald’s communication—

The light lines that were used during the
war under emergency conditions are n strik-
ing illustration of what was done under the
most trying circumstances, A bold scheme
is necessary in order to get these millions
of acres under the plough, and immediate
action is imperative, and an amendment to
the Railway Act should be brought into oper-
ation and the Commissioner given power to
lay down rails (light) and sleepers along-
side existing roads or through privaie pro-
perty, when pecessary, out to localities where
good lands cxist at distances of up te 30
miles, light engines only to be used and to
travel at a slow pace. 'The wheat couniry
generally is fairly level, no ballasting would
be required, and there would he little to do
in the way of bridge-building or of culverts,
Light rails or rails taken out as defective on
main lines could be used for years on such
tracks, likewise slecpers not up to standard. It
most be remembered that usvally there is no
rain in the summer months, the roads arc firm,
the period during which the lines need be
used is comparatively short, and that immed-
intely the wheat and manure hauling 13 over
the lines might be shut down until the next
secason. The present commissioner has seen
the value of the lighi lines often thrown hur-
riedly acrosa shell-torn country during the
war, and residing in this State is the man
who was officer commanding light line con-
struction with the ALF. abroad. These
lines were econstructed under the most ad-
verse conditions, often over hoggy eouwntry;
they were continually in use for carrying
heavy loading and yet they were a success.
Consequently there is little to militate against
the suecess of the scheme in this State, but
on the contrary, cverything to commend a
vroject which in a very short time would
bring thousands of acres of virgin country
under useful produetion.

1 give that to the House because I think it
is useful. If it is proved to be useless, we
shall see what the Engineer-in-Chief has to
say when he reported on the Stronach-Dutton
system or on any other system that may
come under his notice. The Stromach-Dut-
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ton system is one in whieh there are light
lines upon which the load only is run, the
traetion power being taken along the road.
Dealing with the question of railways, I am
to iniroduce a deputation fto the Premicr
from ihe Goomarin and Lake Brown
settlers. I shall not say wmuch aboui
that question, as it will be dealt
with on that occasion. As regards the
Yorkrakine-Yarramony railway, that line
has been promised for 17 years or more.
Despite that fact we see that although the
line is the next in rotation of those author-
ised for construction, the next line to be
gone on with is one that has not yet been
authorised. T am as keen as anyone else
to see the goldfields linked np with the coast,
but I hardly think in the circumstances it
ig equitable to delay the construction of the
line I have mentioned. I do not think that
line should be started before the Yorkrakine
railway. Some of the people of Lake Brown,
Jilakin and Campion have been in their dis-
triets for many years, and their requirements
should be catered for. I wish to pay a com-
pliment to the Minister in charge of water
supply on his efforts to meet necessitics of
the settlers regarding water. I do not pay
him that compliment idly. There are the cen-
tres of Boddalin and that sonth from
Burracoppin. and the people there have
been languishing for a water supply.
T thank him for the assistance he has
rendered to these outback districts and
I hope he will be able to continue this
work. The Premier or the Minister con-
cerned will be fold to-morrow all about this
subjeet as well. He will be told, too, regard-
ing the position at Campion, although he
knows it pretty well as it is. The settlers
wish to get something definite regarding
the provision of water supplies. Dealing
with the ambitious policy of land settlemens$
and migration, I shall have something to say
at a later stape regarding the report of the
Group Settlement Royal Commission. TFor
the moment it is sufficient to say that there
is a good deal to be said both for and
against. So far as T have read the report,
there would appear to be a good deal fo be
read between the lines. The minority report
contains much in harmony with the majority
report. However, the document will take
some time to study but I believe that as
time goes on, the group settlement scheme
will be brought into its own and Western
Australia in those days will no longer be
largely a one-product country but will be
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able to supply her own requirements in dairy
produce and other lines as well. When
speaking regarding our light lands last ses-
sion the member for York (Mr. Latham)
wanted to know what I knew of that sub-
ject. :

Mr. Latham: Yon had a farm at one time,
and I thought you would know something
about it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do. T have been in-
terested in light lands for years, and the
Agricultural Department has heen supplied
by me with no end of information on the
subject. Seven or eight years ago the pres-
ent Director of Agriculture (Mr. Sutton)
stated that there was one method of bring-
ing that country into its proper productive
state. It was simply a question of putting
in erops of oats or other fodder crops and
running sheep there. That contention has
been borne out by experience. That method
is now in operation.  Many farmers are
making a good living by growing oats, feed-
ing the sheep on the erops, and thus fertilis-
ing the ground. I was pleased to know that
stich good resnlts have been obtained from
the sand plains at Tammin. In such conn-
try members will find in many places that
the sand continues for about an inch down
and then there is a hard bottom. The sub-
soil is very fine indeed, and there is no reason
why the light lands should not be brought
into suceessfn!l cultivation, and that will be
done in due conrse. The member for Swan
{Mr. Sampson) and ofhers have been in-
terested in the Queensland Marketing Act and
some members, including the member for
Swan, visited that State in order to make
inquirics., TLast session when 1 moved a
motion for the appoiniment of a seleet com-
mittee to gather information regarding mar-
keting questions, the House turned down
my proposal. I was told that it was good
propaganda work on my part. When my
motion was rejected T turned myself
into a select committee. T have got
a mass of information together and
have gone very fully into the ques-
tion. ‘I have drawn up a synopsis
of the information I have gleaned, and T
intend to publish the matter very shortly.
My deductions have been placed hefore the
Minijster for Agriculture as I promised they
would be. The Premier at the time said that
he would like to receive the information. It
has been placed before him, and if it has
proved of any use, my efforts will have been
of some avail. We hear a lot of talk both
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for and against the Queensland Marketing
Act. Tf the Queenstand Marketing Act fol-
lows along the lines or contains the funda-
mental principles that govern the Californian
legislation, it will be for the betterment of
this State if similar proposals are made here.
In considering the position of the fruit in-
dustry it must be remembered that neither
our fruit nor our marketing conditions are
the same as those existing in Queensland.
We approach more closely to the conditions
prevailing in California itself. Mr. Aaron
Sapiro drew up a contract dealing with the
position in California. He is a Californian
lawyer and was for years attormey for the
marketing bureau of California. In America
they have bureanx and departments that deal
with co-operation and marketing generally.
It is astonishing what wonderful results
those people have heen able to secure as

the outcome of careful and scientific
investigations, resulting in the methods
pow -in  vogue. This particular indi-
vidual went toe Denmark and studied

the conditions existing there. Subsequently
he investigated the marketing eonditions
‘in other countries of KEurope as well.
He then returned and studied the position of
the co-operative movement in California.
There some were most suceessful, others were
partly so, while othefs again were more or
less failures. He found that there were cer-
tain guiding fundamental principles apply-
ing to those companies that were suecessful,
and that these principles characterised the
successful ecompanies in other parts of the
world. Where the co-operative movements
were partially successful most of the princi-
ples were observed, while those co-operative
movemenis that applied only a few of the
principles were mostly failures. By careful
_analysis of the investigations and the results,
he drew up a plan that he has called the
marketing plan, and he has laid down the
conditions definitely.

Mr. Lutey: You will make the member
for Swan jealous!

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I am trying to help
the memher for Swan, becanse I have heard
sc much criticism regarding the Queensland
Marketing Aet that I believe some of it
is not alogether fair. “When the Govern-
ment's Bill is produced 1 wish {0 be able to

: understand intélligently what the contents
-mean and whether the Bill follows the lines
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that I have read about. The basie principles
in the Californian plan are as follows:—.

First :—A legal acreage minimum for each
state, represented usually Ly noi ieas
than 50 per eont. of the commodities to
be handled. ’

Second :—A legal iron-clad hinding contract
which cannot be broken, and which is
enforceable in the courts. . .

Third :—A State-wide seasonable pooling
system in which every gruwer participates
eqoally on the basis of variety, guality
and grade.

_ Faurth :—Orgarisation upon a purely com-
modity basis in which eacb organisation
ll:nd.les only the commodity of its mem-

.

Fifth :—Orpanisation under a long term con-
tract with member growers.

Sixth :—The employment of commercial ex-
perts to handle the business of the organ-
isation.

In one of his pamphlets he sfates—

Given these factors, snch an orgenisation then
beeomes the dominant selling agents in the mer
kets, controlling supply, time of shipment, ond
the quality of its preduct. Under the California
plan, a fruit or other selling organisation does not
incorporate until it first obiains its legal acreage
mipimum. In this respest the California plan
differs from the uswal type of local, so-called co-
operative, organisations, because onder this an
organisation makes sure of the fact that it has
enough volume of businesa to actually dominate
the market hefare it scte up its machinery for doing
business.

I shall not dwell any more on this question,
but will disecuss it further when the Bill is

_before us. Some of my friends have written

to me saying that the Bill may be all right,
bnt that they do not want eompulsion and
do not wish to be forced into doing some-
thing they do not desire to do. I have told
them that so far as I can ascertain, there
will be no compulsion, nor will they be foreed
to do anything unless they agree to do it on
the voluntary basis, as in California,

Mr. Sampson: Unless there is control,
you cannot have the organisations. Volun-
taryism has failed.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: 1 believe the pastoral
outlook is good. I do not know much about
it in this State, but I bope to travel through
the pastoral areas in order to gain some
knowledge of these parts. The Minister for
Agricultare, T believe, made a statement that
in the pastoral areas the counfry was taken
up for some 300 or 400 miles heyond
the old-time limits, and that stock was
heing carried 200 miles forther out
than had béen the positon in past vears.

“That was geod news. because we on the

wheat helt are inclined to think that no omne
but ourselves is moving, 1 hope to hear
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next of aetivity in the North-West. I am
firmly convinced that once we ean get a little
further down here we shall then suceeed in
forcing attention to the North-West, so that
it may come into its own. A friend of mine
from up there declares that we do not seem
to understand what their difficulties are, nor
the wonderful resoureces they have, not only
in the way of minerals and precious stones
and the pastoral industry, but also in cer-
tain forms of agricnlture. “Some day,” he
said, “you will see wonderful work going
on in that part of the country.” Tt is re-
ported in His Excellency’s speech that the
output from the timber industry is quite up
to the average, and indeed improving. I
helong to the Forest League. It is surpris-
ing to see the wholesale devastation amongst
native timbers, with so little preparation
made for the future. However, it is pleas-
ing to notice that afforestation has emerged
from the experimental stage and is now being
carried on with a good deal of activity, A
friend of mine in the Forests Department
tells me quite a lot of what is going on, and
s0 it was ne news to me when I read that
paragraph in His Excellency’s speech deal-
ing with forestry. When one learns what
is going on in France and other parts of the
world, one feels that we all should seriously
consider whether we could not give a little

more attention to foresiry and endesvour to

get people to become tree lovers. How much
ketter that would be than indulging in what
is going on in the city to-day, where besuti-
ful avenues of trees are being converted into
nightmares. Those responsible for the dese-
cration may he locking to the future, but
if so it is not apparent. Still, perhaps we
must give them the benefit of the doubt. 1
have seen a great deal in the newspapers
ahout the reported decision of the Minisier
for Agriculture to appoint an edueationist
as principal of the new agricultural college,
and T read the other day the outpourings
of a gentleman who declared that the ap-
pointee should be a man with a string of
letters after his name. 1 was privileged to
visit the Hawkesbury Apgricultural College
when Mr. H. W. Potts was principal. He
had no string of letters after his mame, but
he was a shrewd organiser, a man who knew
how to handle men, and he had some practi-
cal knowledge of farming. He conducted
that eollege most suecessfully, and I was
very much impressed with what I saw. T
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am convinced that it is not a mere eduo-
cationist who cao successfully control our
own' new college. 1f the man has some
educational ability, so much the better; but
what is necessary is a man with a sound
knowledge of farming and with marked
ability to control other men, I, in conjune-
tion with the member for Beverley (Mr. C.
P. Wansbrough) intend to move a motion
not altogether dissociated from the agricul-
tural collegze. That motion will affirm that
steps should be taken fo stop the polluting
of the river Avon from the overflow of the
County Peak lakes, and that the arrest of
all contributions of slkaline matter be taken
in hand by the afforestation of suitable
plants on the banks of creeks that discharge
into the Avon. That is what | wanted the
telect committee to report upon last session.
Those lakes at County Peak seldom over-
flow, angd if we were able o dam that water
back during the overflow, all would be well
with the Avon. T know of places along the
river that have been purified by the planting
of suitable shrubs. It is the overflow of the
County Peak lakes that brings down tons
of salt into the Avon. Now we come fo
rabbits.

Mr. Taylor: Now vou will shine.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 know it is not neces-
sary to impress upon the Minister for Agri-
culture the extent of the ravages of our
several pests, rabbits, dingoes, foxes, kan-
garoos and emus, all over the place, The
rabbit, in eommon with other pests, has been
affecting even such shrubs as sweetbriar
and blackberry. A friend of mine has
written to me as follows:—

I never saw rabbits so plentiful as they
are this year. We caiculate to lose 10 per
cent. of our erops, and this in spite of tha
faet that we have trappers and the poison
carts going regularly. As for .the dingo,
he is becoming more cheeky than ever and
strays right up to the home paddock.

In Baandee, only a small distriet, 39 farmers
this year are going to lose 4,330 acres of
erop, worth about £13,000. If that can occur
in one small centre, what does it mean for
the hupndred and one other plaeces round
about, in some of which the rabbits are even
worse? Some of the men on the Industries
Assistance Board have been able to gel wire
netting, but the shortage has precluded the
supply to others. The Federal netting has
long since been over applied for. I hope
serions efforts will be made to induce the
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Federal Government to render available a
further supply of wire netling, 30 that we
way see whether something eannot be done
to compel the Tariff Board to cease from
over-riding the obvious intention of the
Federal Parliament. The Pederal Parlia-
went decided that wire netting and wire
should come in duty free, but the Tariff
Board has put on & dqumping duty of quite
an excessive rate, 'When, on the opening
day, I asked ceriein guestions about pests,
1 heard a whisper go round, and the
member for Coolgardie (Mr, Lambert) re-
marked that T myself was a pest with my
activities,. Perhaps so, but there are some
pests 1 know who do nothing. Of course,
I am not referring to the member for
Coolgardie. Members smiled when I de-
elared that vermin and pesis were going
to be responsible for the loss by 39 set-
tlers of no less than £13,000. Members
did not know how true that statement was.
1 have referred to the question of water sup-
ply, and have asked the Minister fo t{ake
jarticular notice of the figures that will
eome from South Australia and be placed be-
fore him very shortly. I am sore this House
can study them with a good deal of advant-
age, 50 that in the future seftlement of the
outhack country, where the wvainfall is
scanty, members will have some means
of comparison with other paris of the
Staie. They will see that many of thase
places, which are now looked upon as
risky, will some day have a chance of
coming into their own, with the employ-
ment of correct methods, hecause the rain-
fall there is quite as good as it is in South
Australia  where wheat is successfully
grown to-day. There is one loeal matter
T should like to refer to, namely, the reply
T received from the Honorary Minister
when I asked about a subsidy on the pound
for pound basis for an X-ray plant at the
Kelleberrin hospital. The ITonorary Min-
ister replied—

Yes, such approval was recorded in January,

1923. The previous approval wae confirmed in
July, 1024, but on the understanding that no

fonds would be available until this year’s Esti-,

mates were passed, and the Commitiee was so

informed. No funds are now available, ner, un-

fortunately, are fundg likely to be available during

the current financial year, unless available from

the proposed State lotteries.

This reply is dated the 9th Qctober, 1924.
Mr. Sampson: Tt sounds like repudiation.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not thiok it is. I

think the Government are willing to honoar
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their promise when funds are available, but
they are not yet fortbeoming. T am told
pow that these people have straggled and got
together the balance of the iduney for the
plant, but that it is taken for granted the
Government will not be expected to ecarry out
their promise. That is what I read into the
answer.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie:
correet, too.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Then it is repudiation.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: I do not repudiate
things.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A definite promise
was made that these people shculd have the
subsidy.

Mr. Taylor: When was the promise made?

Ilon. S. W. Munsie: In 1923,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1f that is repudiated,
it is not playing the game,

Mr. Sampson: The Kellerberrin people
help their hospital, and they are therefore
allowed to do the lot,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You promised it to
them; why did not you give it?

Mr. Sampson: The promise would have
been honoured, but, unfortunately, the hon.
member assumed the portfolio.

Mr. Marshall: It would be the first time
you ever did honour anything.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 d¢ not think the
Honorary Minister will repudiate the pro-
mise, and I believe he will let them have the
mozey.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: We shall first keep
the promises made in the case of hospitals
that are badly in need of help.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 know there are some
places that are in distress, T do not like the
idea of this promise being entirely re-
pudiated, and I eannot think the Honorary
Minister would do such a thing.

Mr. Angelo: It is only pot off.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 hope to hear some-
thing from the member for Cooclgardie (Mr.
Lambert) with regard to scientific farming,
and the application of science to industry
and other branches of activily. We have
heard some fine speeches from him on that
subject before. This is one direction in which
I believe we have a good way to go, and a
good deal to gain. So far as the Avon, Tood-
yay, and other electoraies are concerned,
there is any amount of oceupied territory
from which better resnlts conld be achieved
{han are being obtained to-day, if only peo-
ple would apjly scientific knowledge to it.
Some people seem to baunlk at the words

And i} is pretty
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“seientific knowledge.” They look at them as
if they are frightened of them. After all,
they only mean accumulated facts and cor-
rect knowledge. By the applcation of eor-
rect knowledge, and by putting into practice
correct principles, the country will come into
its own as regards prodnction, and will swell
not only the revenue of the export figures but
the revenue of the State. When one sees the
immense amount of country yet to be de-
veloped, and how little has Leen done, and
how puny our individual efforts are, it
makes one pause and ask oneself whether we
are doing any good. All we ean do is to
keep on hattling and doing all we can. This
eountry has a great future before it. I was
Pleased to hear the Premier deseribed as the
champion optimist, who was going to wrest
that honour from the Leader of the QOpposi-
tion. 1 presume the Premier has been in-
{luenced by what Le has seen in other parts
of the world, and that he has returned to
this country finding it is a good place

to be in. Evidently le is more con-
vineed than ever of the greatness of
the opportunities it affords. [ hope

one or two of the matters T have brought
before the House will be of use to members.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.37]:
1t is nmot my intention to wasfe much time
in eulogising the wealth and potentialities
of the North, but T wisk to spend a few of
the minuates at my disposal in once more
urging the Government to do something
for the benefit of the people up there, in
order that they may Le relieved of some
of their hardships. 1 do urge the Govern-
ment to afford immediate relief in the way
of health facilities. I admit the people
have received some assistance in that
direction by a subsidy for the instalment
of an X-ray plant at the Broome hospital.
This has proved of great advantage, and is
highly appreciated by people in the out-
back parts of Kimberley. There are still
some matters that demand immediate con-
sideration at the hands of the Government.
Let me refer first to the necessity for ap-
pointing a medical practitioner at Hall's
Creek. There is an inland mission hospital,
or a nursing station, at Hall's Creek which
has done exeellent work in nursmg sick
and fevered patients. The institution has
earned the respect of the entire community
in Kimberley. In order to place the posi-
tion more clearly before members, I wish
them to understand that Hall's Creek is the
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central township of the East Iimberley
catile areas. 1t is surrounded by cattle
stations, whose employees represent the
bulk of the population of the district.
These people are miles away from ecivilisa-
tion, and are liable to serious accident or
illness. In sueh a case they would have to
travel 240 miles to a medical officer, whigh
means a journey of 14 days with a pack-
horse. The appointment of a medieal ofli-
cer at Hall's Creek is vitally necessary,
and would cost very little to the Govern-
ment. Many Government positions at
Hall’s Creek are filled by Federal Govern-
ment emnployees, whe are subsidised by the
State Government, These pusitions vould
be held by a medical officer stationed there
at 8 minimum of eost to the State. T have
written to the Minister for the North-West
about this malter, but, as on many other
questions, I bave received bogus replies
concocted hy some departmental head who
knows nothing about the distriet, and cares
less. I hope the Minister contrelling the
Health Department will give this request
his immediate attention. The dilfieulties
of settlers on the outskirts of this State
have been referred to, but they are nothing
in comparison with the difficulties eon-
fronting the people in my district. Whilst
I sympathise with the elaims of those
members whose distriets are within, rveally,
a stone’s throw of the wmetropolitan area,
I do urge that cousideration should be
wiven to the Kimberley people, who cannoi
eeb on a frain or a motor car and reach
Perth within 24 hours, or two days at the
vutside. Every caitle station in Kimberley
should be equipped with a first aid outfit,
but 1 say definitely that not one in Ewenty
ean produce such an outfit when called
upon. This was brought under my notice
during my recent travel through the elee-
torate. An aboriginal who was attached
to a droving outfit between the Fitzroy
Crossing and Derby was nearly burnt to
death through sleeping too close to the fire.
The unfortunate man was taken to the
nearest station, and instruetions were
given to send him to the Fitzroy Crossing
hy the niail coach, due in two days. When
the mail contractor arrived and saw the
aboriginal, he found that he was in a
critical eondition. The eontracter is an
honest and a humane person, and snggested
that the aboriginal should be sent the
other way, to Derby, for medieal attention.
This was not done until several days after
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the accident. The mail contractor was
both humane and honest, because he eould
bave taken the aboriginal to the Fitzroy
Crossing, as instructed, and received £5
for his fare, bui he was sympathetic
enough to say that the other course was
the better one for the injured man. The
Chief Protector of Ahurigines was, I take
it, appoinied to louk after the interests of
the natives and bring about some sort of
reform. The aborigines are still awaiting
that reform, and ever will await it so long
as (his highly paid official is allowed to sit
in a cowmlfortable office in St. George's-
terrace and diciate who shall and who
shall not be penalised. The proper place
Tor the Chief Protector is in Kimberley,
not in Perth, and 1 would suggest that the
Minister should make exhaustive inguiries
into the matter without delay. I visited
the two aborigines’ reserves, Violet Valley
and Moola Bulla, and I can pay the high-
est tribute to Mr. Burness, the manager of
Violet Valley. He had some J00 odd
natives to care for, and in my opinion the
reserve is conducted in a creditable way
and, as was intended, purely a feedinz
depot for the natives. Moola Bulla is a
dillerent proposition, aud while being an
example ito other stations in regard to
development the fact seems to have been
overlooked that it was established for the
care and welfare of indigent natives, for
new it has developed into a business pro-
pusition., T also paid a briel visit to Lhe
lazarette at Derby, and on that visit I was
accompanied by the medical officer of
Derby. I congratulate Dr. Hodge on his
sympathetic treatment and attention to the
unfol tunate people who are under his care.
T am at a loss to know, however, why this
medieal officer has not had more assistanee
from the Abovigines Department. There
is no place whereat he can treat diseased
natives, excepting a lin and bough shed.
There ts nothiaz in the nature of a cowm-
ponud, which i3 necessary for the segrega-
tion of Llhe sufferers and other diseased
natives. They appear to be ahle, of their
own free will to o in and out of the town
and to mix with the nafives in the town.
Tnder existing cireomstances it seems to
he impossible to prevent that sort of thing.
Had the .\borigines Department paid any
attention to the wmatter, they would at lea-t
have established =ome form of compound,
if only tn keep the diseased natives away
from the town. Tt is no wonder that there
M1l

has been a big noise from Derby in con-
nection with this guestion. With the ex-
penditure of a few pounds, the department
could have overcome the difficulty and pre-
vented the possibility of the spread of the
disease. The residents up there are indig-
nant because they contribute by way of
taxation towards the maintenance of the
natives. and they de not expect cavalier
trentment of the kind I have deseribed.
With regard to the pastoral industry, one
would think from what has been said in
the course of this debate, thai the industry
had recovered from its temporary depres.
sion breught about by the lack of develop-
ment when XNature failed with her usual
hlessing of rainfall. That is quite wrong, at
any rate so far as Kimberley is concerned.
The pasioralists in the Kimberleys have st
50 per cent., of their herds, and the worst
feature of the loss is that the majority of
the stock that has died consisted of breeders.
It will take two or three years at least to
recover from that loss. When dealing with
the far North last session iy friend the
member for Ruchourne, Mr, Teesdale, ve-
ferred to it as ihe workers’ paradise. I am
gorry the hon, member is not here becanse
I desired to reply fully to what he had to
say. In his absence, however, I will content
inyself by refuting two of the statements
that he made. The first was that cooks em-
ioved in the industry were paid from £12
to £15 a week. Hon. members must realise
that that is quite untrue. As a matter of
fnet, it T had been offered one of those posi-
tions at £15 a week, I would have resigned
my seat in the House and taken on the job.
{t would have been a much better paying
proposition for we. That was secoud-hand
information, I have no doubt, and does not
do any good when it is spread. At the same
time the member for Roebourne forgot to
mention that most of the work is only
seasonal.

My, Tatham : Kangarooers
throughout the year.

Mr. COVERLEY:
later on,

Mr. Lathamm: 1 know of a chap who
Lougzht a farm on what he made out of kan-
saroo shooting up that way.

Mr, COVERLEY: The employees in the
cattle indusiry are engaged only in the busy
season, and after that thev are put off their
iob.  The serond statement made by the
member for Roebourne was that the towns-

are poid

T will deal with them
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people at Hall’s Creek objected to an abo-
riginal female heing treated at the lnland
Mission nursing sfation.  That statement,
too, was quite wrong. It was not frue in
any shape or form. The townspeople at
Hall’s Creek knew nothing at all about it
vwntil they read of it in (he hon. member’s
speech. I wish again to appeal to the Gov-
ernment for some assistance for the holders
of small pastoral areas, who have not had
anything like fair treatment in conparison
with what the holders of big areas pay. The
latest reappraisements of pastoral holdings
put the small holders on the same footing as
all the others, that is, they must pay 10s.
per 1,000 acres. Hon, members may say that
£50 is not a big sum of money, but T assure
them it is a considerable amount when you
have not got it, and I know it. I have a lot
of sympathy for the holder of a small pas-
toral lease who is in straitened cirenmstanees.

Mr. Sampson: Is not 100,000 acres suifi-
cient for them?

Mr. COVERLEY: In my opinion it is
not. Every holding should be 500,000 acres
in extent, no more and no less, but it depends
on the elass of country, and the hon. member
who interjected, in conjunction with lis col-
ieagnes in the previous Government, com-
mitted & erime in the Iimberley districts
when they extended the period of the leases.
If the Government had commandeered the
whole of the areas and split them up inte
bloeks of a maximum of 500,000 acres each,
we would have had in the Far North len
times the population that is there now.

My, Sampeon: It was long before my time.

My, COVERLEY : T apologise fo the hon.
memher if he had nothing to do with it
Again T appeal to the Government to give
the small pastoral holders some assistance.
1# they do nof, we shall have a repetition of
the small holders earrving their swags from
tl:e Kimnherlevs. No one wanfs to see that
happen. We require popmlation in the Kim-
kerlevs, about which =0 much has been said
hy other members as well as myself. The
member for Perth {Mr. Mann) interjected
last evening that it was a good thing to have
foreion eapital eoming into the countrv. I
am sorry to =ay that it has proved a retro-
grade step so far as the Kimberleys are con-
cerned. Tn the Kimberleys, prior to the in-
flox of foreizn ecapital, kangaron shooters
were paid 2d. a sealp and were allowed free
meals. Some of them made rond money, and
some did not. With the influx of foreigm
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:anpitaly a lot of stations were bought np, and
immediately the dog tax and the kangarco
scalp fee were wijied ont. The 2d. a scalp
for kangaroos was ammunition money for
the kangarve shooters and when that was
stupped, and they had to find themsclves in
tucker, the kangarooers immediaiely packed
up and left.

Mr. Latham: They did well, because some
of thein paid a few thousand ponnds for
farms.

Mr. Marshall: Talk sense!

Mr. COVERLEY: One of the greatest
drawbacks in (he Kimberleys is the absence
of decent roads. It is essential that there
should be these faeilities for transport in
country like the Kimberleys, where there are
no railways and not even o road of any de-
seription. I do not know what members de-
seribe az had roads, but T ¢an tell them that
we have no roads at all. A track is merely
cut by the first wagon that leaves for an
inland station, laden perhaps with stores, and
then other vehicles fullow that traek, and so
{hat becomes the rond. Then wiien the rainy
season comes, the t(rack is obliterated and
the same thing liappens aguin after the rains
arve over. T ask the Minister in charge of
the Federal roads grant to be a little more
lenient towards my electorate when allocat-
ing the money {o be spent in the North-
West,  Let me meniion what bappened with
the grant of 10,000 that was set apart for
the North-West last year, Of that sum
€1,000 was civen (o the Wyndham Road
Board. and it was spent under the saper-
vision of an engiveer. and only (0 chains of
road was eonstructed. The Wyndham Read
Board has 8M) miles of read 1o control, and
it €L,000 will only co lowurds making 60
<hains of roadwav, [ really cannot say when
the district will get enongh to eover its re-
quirementz. [f it were poxsible to provide
deeent roads so as to improve the means of
transport, there would he cheaper and
quicker deliveries of sltores, and that wonld
make a power of difference to station held-
ers and workers altke. T was pleased to
learn from the MAddresz thal agrieulteral
survevs were heing  pushed ahead at
Elaphant Hill. T assure members that the
eotton indnstry will in time play n hie
part in the development of the Kimberlevs,
it not the whole of the North-West.
Rerently T virited Mesars. Hav. & Overheu’s
eotton plantation, out from Wyndham., 1
cannnt speak too hichly of the work done
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by those men. This i» their second year on
votten growing, and they have 34 acres of
well-develoj:ed white cotton plants, and they
estimate that the evop will return 13 tons
of ¢otton. That was the one moment in my
life when 1 wished the member for Roe-
bourpe (Mr. Teesdale} had been with us,
for he wonld have been delichted to see the
display.  With faiv and projer ireatment
those men growing colton will make a huge
sueress of it. By “fair and proper treai-
ment” T mean that they want as little de-
partmental interference nx possible. Re-
cently [ asked the Minister contvolling the
North-West some questions in respect to the
conditions appeitaining to cotton growing.
1 was not very well satisfied with the reply.
Thase men eomplain that they have re-
ceived notice from (he Worth-West Trepart-
ment stating that the Government are pre-
pared to make an advance against ratoon
cotton of approved quality. Here is the de-
prartmental letter—

BDear Sit—With reference to your recent in”
quiry as to whether the State Government is pre-
pared to make any advance arainst ratoon rotton
of aporoved quality, T have to inform you that the
Hon. Ministes for the Nor-West has apreed to
edvance 3d. per lb. avainst sech cotton on the
{ollowing conditions, viz.. that the entton iy per-
mifted to he watooned for once year only; the
plant= are to be cut down to within six inches of
the ground, and all the previeus years stalhsand
debris to be burned ; the last date at which this
operation is to he completed js tu be 30th Rep-
tember.

The Secretary of the North-West Depart-
ment, who issued those instructions has had
no practieal knewledoe either of cotton or
of Kimherley,  These ennditions, probably.
he has rathered from fueensland where, per-
Bape, ey ave applicable.  Cortainly  they
are net applicaile to Kimberlev. Also T
askerl that {he late tropieal advizser he re-
plared, and 1 am pleased 1o learn that the
Minister for Awrienlure realives the neces-
sity for filling the vacaney. 1 hope that he
will eall for applications at the earliest pos-
wible moment. To revert to cotton: 3d. rer
lh. is a very small guarantee for tlie entton,
becauce 2 man startine up there has a oreat
deal of expenze that i~ not imenrred in other
indust te=.  He has srcefal expenss: in the
way ol extra freizht and e tra wharfage
charges. and =0 on. TFurther, he Vas to wait
a cons‘d~rable time tor any vesalt from the
cotton that is sold. Messrs. Hav & Overben
snld a few lales of eotton some 12 months
ago, and have nnt vet received their account

sales.  Un hehall or the people of Kimber-
fev 1 wish to thank the Government for
thetr activn in improving the State shippiag
service. 1 is very negessury that we should
have up-to-date boats on the North-West
coast. 1 again appeal to the Government
to do what they can to retieve the hardships
imposed on the populalion of Kimberley.
FPeople up there are all too few, and we do
not wish to lose any of them. Yet with extra
wharfage charges and the high eost of liv-
ing we are in grave danger of losing them
unless we can give them some consideration.
I had intended to say a little about pests, but
I am afraid that unless I keep a restraint
on myself the Minister for Agriculture will
think 1 have dingoes on the brain. T assure
the House that euros, dingoes, and other
pests are hecoming too numerous in Kimber-
ley. I hope the Minister will put the kan-
garco and the euro under the Vermin Aet,
for they do o great deal of damage in the
pastoral areas. Not only do the kangarocos
eat the grass, but in the dry season they pull
it up and eat the roots. As a consegucnce,
for a hundred miles from Derby, right along
the main river, the ground is as bare as the
road. T had intended to make reference to
the Wyndham Meat Works, but T shall leave
that for another occasion.

MR. ANGELO (Cascoyne) [6.7]: T take
this opportunity to bring before the Gov-
ernment the severe hardszhip suffered by resi-
dents of 1he North-West through the ullag-
ing of eargo of steamers trading along the
coast. Hardly a eargo is landed but a per-
centage of the cascs and packages have been
nllaged.

Mr. Sleeman: Mave those boats
crews or white crews?

Mr. ANGELO: Both. J%n any case, the
black e¢-ews eannot be hlzmed, hecaunse they
do not do the leading and rtowing, which is
done hy the Inmpers. ‘Where the ullazing
takes ylace, novody knows. That is what T
want the Government to find out.

Mr, Sle-mon interjected.

Mr. ANGELO: Bat I am referring to

local earean,

black

Mr. Coverlev: T once had to travel with
a bhire's evew, and my motor hike was preity
well strinn-d.

Mr., ANQEI(): The hawrdshin is accen-
tnated by a reenlation of the Harhonr and
Light Department, which provides that the
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department will not be responsible for cargo
landed between 5 pm. and 8 am. Unfor-
tunately, Carnarvon is so situated that
nearly all our steamers ure unloaded at
night, and so we have no redress from the
Harbour and Light Department, This griev-
ance is no small one. While at Carnarvon
Abe week before last T attended a meeting
of the Chamber of Commerce, where 1 was
asked to bring this matter before the Gov-
ernment. Some of the statements made hy
the merchants and storekeepers of Carnar-
von would stagger Ministers. In some
instonees- it is found that nearly £100
worth of cargo has been taken out of the
cases and packages.

Mr, Sleeman: Could you swear that the
goods were ever put in¥

Mr. ANGELO: The chief Jine of cargo
that is ullaged is liguor. Certainly a great
deal of liquor is consumed by somebody be-
tween the time it reaches the goods shed ai
Fremantle and the time it reaches the goods
shed at Carnarvon. I urge the Government
to see whether the Police Department can-
not {ind ont where the ullaging is taking
place. After all, it is the working people of
the district who are affected, for the store-
keepers have to pass on their losses by in-
creasing their charges. T do not know
whether this question affects the other ports
of the North-West.

Mr. Coverley: There has been no ease of
ullaging in Wyndham for the past three
years.

Mr. ANGELO: Surely the detectives ought
to be able Lo assist in some way. Then
there is this regulation of the Harhour and
Light Department, relieving them of all re-
sponsibility. That should be cancelled. The
departmenl would then have to take more
care in tallying out the cargo.

My, Millington: Have yon any idea where
that ullaged cargo is eoncealed?

Mr. ANGELO: No, we connot discovar
that. The Chamber of Commerce asked me
to bring this matter hefore the Government,
and this is the first opportunity T have had.
Several speakers have stressed the fact that
the North-West bas not had a fair share
of the Feaderal road grant. Under the con-
ditions governing that grant, area as well as
population has to be taken into considera-
tion. If we analyse the granis that have heen
made it i3 clearly seen that the North-West
has not had anything like its share. An-
other point: there is a shameful waste of
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money in the coostruclion of some of the
roads. One of the Federal conditions is
that the road must be cleared for 20 yards.

Mr. Latham: Twenty feet.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, I have seen a road
cleared wider than this Chamber, and that
in a cutting over a hill.

Mr. Sleeman: Was that the clearing or
the forming?

Mr. ANGELO: The men were making a
eutting over n hill. It must have cost hun-
dreds of pounds more than was necessary.
Then there is a stone erossing being con-
structed over the Gascoyne River near the
Junetion. The distanee across the river is
40 chaing, The work had proeceded only a
{ew chains when the Federal grant ran out.
I congratulate the Clovernment on their de-
cision to replace the “Bambra.”  That
steamer has done wonderful work, especially
during wartime, in policing the freights
charged by other steamers. But for the
“Bambra” the residents of the North would
now be paying double the freights and fares
they are ealled upon to pay to-day.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, ANGELOQ: Before tea I was express-
ing my gratifieation at the decision of the
Government to build a new steamer to re-
place the “Bambra” on the North-West
vonst.  When going out of the Chamber some
of my friends took me to task for urging
further State enterprises, I cannot look
upon the provision of a shipping service
for the North-West as a State enterprise.
It is nothing of the kind. It is a public
utility, just as a railway is. I doubt
whether railway freights will ever compare
with water earriage, bnt until the Government
can provide the North-West with railways,
T shall always bhe in favour of the people
there having a State Shipping Service. Not
only will it be a convenience to them, but
it will also he a means of developing that
ereat area, T travelled recently in the
“Rambra.” and can safely say T have never
travelled in a better conducted vessel. The
nfficers and the crew seemed to be working
in perfect harmony, and the ship is as clean
and romfortahle as it is possible for an old
vessel to he., The North-West servies is an
exacting one. Any ship will not do for it.
She must have a eertain dranght. and possess
a certain speed to enable her to mass from
port to port within specified times. She
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must be of a certain size, and fitted to carry
stock. I feel sure that, with the informa-
tion in the possession of the Government
oflicials, in the new “Bambra” we shall have
a vessel that will be up to date and fill the
hill. I am delighted to know fhere is going
to be provision for a considerable amount
of freezing space upon her. That is very
necessary. [ hope when the vessel is on the
coast the Carnarvon Meat Works will be
able to funetion. With 1 swemer provided
with ample freczing space a great deal can
be done to reduce the price of meat to the
metropolitan area. A steamer such as this
will be able to bring not only frozen meat
but should be able te bring down chilled
meat. If chilled meat can be transported
from the Argentine to England, surely it
can be brought from Wyndhem and Carnar-
von to the metropolitan area. TIf that is
done in a satisfactory manner, it will mean
that the people will not he satisfied with one
new ship but will want at least a dozen that
will bring meat down at regular intervals.

Mr. Mann: Tt shounld be chilled meat from
Carnarvon.

Mr. ANGET.O: Yes. Tt is only fair that
those members who know somethine of the
difficulties confronting the State Shipping
Service should say something in its defence.
Tt is said that the “Bambra” frequently runs
on sandbanks, and touches more land than
other vessels do. She is asked to do a great
deal that other ships are not required to do.
She has to go info impossible harbours and
do a lot of pioneering work that others can-
not do. T have been on her when she has
heen asked on a piteh dark night to 2o upon
2 lee shore and pick up a lighter, hecause
some other pert was short of provisions.
All the guide the skipper had was the time
which must elapse since he lost sight of a
lighthouse 40 miles away. No other skipper
would be asked to do anything like that.
Because the “Bambra” is asked to earry out
impossible tasks such a slirit incident as
running upon a sandbank has oecurred. I
am glad that a new steamer has been de-
cided nwpon and hope that nothing will be
left undone to make her perfectly suitahle
for our crast. I would suzzest that when
the ships is well on the way to completion
one of our capiains who knows the require-
menis of the coast from the stoek point of
view, should be sent Home to supervise and
direct the stock fittings that it will be neees-
sary to instal. T should like to say a word
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or two with regard to workers’ homes in the
North-West. The workers there are living
under considerable distadvantages and dis-
comfort and are badly in need of workers’
homes, such as are given to their confreres
in southern parts of the Btate. At present
many families in the North-West are living
in humpies, because they have not sufficient
money lo provide themselves with any other
form of house. T suggest that an officer
of the Workers’ llomes Department should
visit the North and address meetings at each
of the eentres. He could then fully explain
the provisions of the scheme.

Mr. Panton: [ am quite willing to go ap.

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member wounld
he a good man to send. Tho officer might
also inquire into what land is available. I
feel sure a great many applications would
be lodged for workers’ homes.

Mr, Panton: There are plenty down here,
but the department cannot supply the de-
mand.

Mr. ANGELO: About four years ago I
sent in a petition to the Workers' Homes
Board for 23 homes in Carnarvon. Not one
of these has been built and no notice seems
to have heen taken of the request. Another
urgent work is required at Carnarvon, and
T do not hesitate to refer to it, becanse not
only will it affect the people there, but will
mean constderable improvement to the eon-
ditions regarding meat supplies in the metro-
politan area. I refer to the siack route from
Canarvon via Hamelin Poo! and Mullewa.
The present stock route is eniirely denuded
of feed. Even if we had a record season I
do not think there would be =uilicient feed on
the route for sheep to travel to market in
anything like a satisfactory esndition. This
is due to the fact that hundreds of thousands
of sheep have travelled over the route during
the last 20 years. Throogh the enterprize of
Messrs. J. and C. Buteher, a stock roante 120
miles long has been cub from their station to
Hamelin Pool, at their own expense. The
week hefore last, in eompany with one of the
engineers of the North-West Department, I
traversed that route both ways, We are of
opinion that it will make an exeellent stock
route. It passes through virgin country.
There is an abundance of feed along the
track, and all that is required are three or
four watering ylaces along the dry patch of
82 miles. The stock route not only reduces
the distance from Carnarvon io Mullewa by
over 100 miles, but runs thrcugh an abun-
dance of good feed.
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Mr. Lamond: 1t would take a lot of
money to find water there.

Mr. ANGELO: Artesian water can be
alitained at no great expense.

Mr. Lamond: 1 think tle bores would
cost at least £400 each.

Mr. ANGELO: Four bues would nof
cost more than £1,200. The opening up of
this route would be of immense benefit to the
metropolilan area. Instead of owr getting
mutton from store sheep, which is unfor-
tunately the case at present, because the
sheep have had to travel over 200 wiles of
country practically without feed, stock ean
be brought to the railhead without losing
condition and arrive here verv much befter
in. quality. I hope the Govenment will give
serious atlention to the matter. Not only will
it assist the pastoralisl of the {iascoyne it
they open up this track, but they will also be
conferring material advantage upon the con-
sumers of the metropolitan avea.

" MB. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.41] :
Some of the speeches that have been de-
{ivered during this debate have been elevat-
ing, but some of them have been very de-
pressing, particularly those that were de-
livered in support of the amendment. I do
not know why, in a country lLike this, there
should be a place in cur public life for men
who hold mean and cramped views, and whe
possess considerable donbt regarding the
great possibilitics of Western Australia. We
know the farming possibilities, the pastoral
possibilities, and the mining possibilities.
We also know how much has already been
done by people in the production of the great
wealth that has been derived from Western
Australia. There should be no place in the
publig life of this country for nien with mean
and petty minds who think in terms of three-
penny-bits, instead of viewing the State in
the light in which it deserves to be viewed.
T have spoken upon many Addresses-in-re-
111y, and probably on those oceasions have
over-estimated the belief that members have
in the future of Western Au-tralia. Some
of them sneeringly refer to the fact that I
have always made the same speeeh. So long
as [ oceupy a seat in this House, T shall con-
tinue to endeavour to infuse a little more be-
Yief in the possihilities of this Siate into the
minds of our commercial penjle. In West-
ern Australia we are almost a eommunity of
agents living upon one another, T had a most
striking example of that brought under my
notice a little while azo. 'We have heard of
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the Business Men's Association in Fremanile.
[ know of no place in the State where less
patriotism is displayed towards local indus-
try, that should be supporled by the
business  ecommunity, than Fremantle.
They arve great believers in trading upon
one another, and in acting as one another’s
agents; great believers in impressing upon
the Government of the day the need for
lavish expenditure of public funds. Tt
matters not whether 1t is the building of
a new bridee or a new dock, or the exten-
sion of harbour facilities—

Mr. Sleentan: All necessary.

Ar. LAMBERT: Those things would not
be necessary at all if the same spirit of
prouress as is displayed by the larger pro-
portion of the commercial and business
men of Fremantle were displayed all over
Western Australia. In that ease a black-
fellows’ eamp would sufice for all the
trading to be done. Only the other day
some unsophisticated people not fully
acquainted with the spirit actuating the
usiness men of Fremantle wrote to the
Fremantle Business Men’s Association ask-
ing for suggestions as to how Western
Ausiralion boys and girls might be ab-
sorbed. Let me say that the ouly way to
absorb our boys and girls into usefnl
vecupations here is to stimulate, build up,
encourage, and support industry in West-
ern Australia, and not to grab agencies
from the Eastern States, or from one
another., Now I come to the wider area
for the observant eve in Western Aus-
tralia. 'Fhe remark I am about to make
applies to-day to most of our big business
people. I mention no names, beeause the
application is eommon. Anyone starting
an industry in Western Australia to-day
can hardly induce a single one of our big
hbusiness men to put a threepenny-bit into
it. If a comumission i to be made by sell-
ing sonething for you or to you, the busi-
ness men pester the life out of you. That
is the puerile kind of patriotism under
which this country sunffers, and under
whieh it will suffer until we ean inenleaie
upen those people some sense of their
responsibility and  some desire to co-
operate in the general scheme for huilding
up industries essential to this State. Until
that time eomes, Western Australia muet
stand hack as the poor relation of the
great Commonwealth of States. The mem-
hers for Fremantie could teach a useful
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object lesson in this respect to the business
people of their town. The mewmber for
Perth, 1 am glad te say, has always been
nost anxions 10 assist local industries, and
dune muek in  that direction; but
Le probaily sometines leels that the big
cummercial men, by virtue of their orgai-
isation and ramilications thronghout West-
ern Ausiralia, have virtually monopuliseld
the distribation of goods here. That hon.
mewber should lell them ihat solid pro-
gress will not be accomplished until they
take an active part in loeal industry and
exhibit a spirit of co-operation,

Mr. Sieeman: How about a word of
adviee to the country mewmbers now?

Mr. LAMBERT: I shall speak to them
later., No one was more gratified or per-
sonally pleased than [ was with  the
Premier's visit to London. Besides en-
larging his experience, he had the oppor-
tunity of giving the people in; the Ol
Country an idea of the calibre of the pub-
lic man who for the timc being guides the
destinies of Western Australin. T have no
doubt that from the P'remier’s visit much
material good will result. His mind has
been enriched not alone by his personal
experiences, hut nlso by observing the
wider sphere of socinl affairs and those
old associations which have contributed to
the building up of (ireat Britain and its
oftspring, the British Empire. While we
as a young nation may be ambitious in our
socinl reforms, still we must pay every
respeet to those older traditions upon
which we are establishing the foundation
of our aspirations. The finaneial position
is so favourable that the Opposition were
led inte a pitfall the other night, even
though they were unable to find any fault
whatever with the 15 months of adminis-
iration by the present Government. Of
course the Opposition must make some
political show of finding fault with His
Majesty's (Government, but in their hearts
they are gratified with the splendid resuits
achieved during the ecomparatively short
life of the Collier Ministry. Those
results, of course, are uot wholly due
to tlie present Government. T ndoubtedly
many of them are due to the =olid oround-
work done. and to the produetive nature
of the State. Jf greater eourame were
shown in building wp industries here, this
State womld exhibit still greater prodne-
tivepezz. If we are blessed with a =ood
season this veur, T helieve we shall have a

1
i

total wheat produetion surpassing all ex-
seetutions. The time has gone by for wen
to eavil at the possible wealth of Western
Australia, or cast doubts on it. Go north,
south, east, or west, and witness the
material progress made by our people to-
day, people working possibly under pour
enidance but with big hearts. Many old
guldtielders, men wlo pioneered the wates-
less areas, are to-day displaying a spirit
worthy of the race trom which they have
sprung. They are among our most success-
ful whent farmers. If the Government of
this country would only give the people a
lead and put a stop to the frequent dis-
plays of timidity, bhesitation, and doubt,
this State would soou be unsurpassed s
the Commonwealth. With another good
harvesi we shall estallish our agricultural
induslry upon a basis unchaliengeable for
all time. When Lord Forrest lannched his
scheme ftor the development of Western
Australin, he had men maligning and de-
erying i,  His great engineer, who
launched the Coolgardie Water Scheme
and the Fremantle Harbour Works, was
alsu  decried. Similarly Lord Kitchener
was maligned when he went to Egypt to
irrigate that eountry by the damming of
the Nile. The regrettable charaeteristic of
decryving a man who is doing anything is
frequently to be met with in Australia.
Such people certainly should find no place
in the public life of this great continent.
A regretiable featwre confronting us at
present is the incidence of taxation in
Western Australia. Dozens of Iastern
States firms operating here pay virtually
no taxation whatever, though they pay big
dividends in the Eastern States. We
derive praetically no benefit from their
aetivities here, hecause they patronise no
local firms, hut import or indent all
thev seli. They pay tax where taxation
is lightest. We should impress wpon the
(lovernment the necessity for completely
vhanging the incidence of taxation in
Western Australia. Commereial men who
have made money here find it discrcet to
leave for some other place, where taxation
is much less; and invest their money there.
I have heard of a good suggestion made
Iy Mr. Lovekin some time aco, that for
our present extortionale income tax we
should snhstitute a sales tax. so as to
ret at the ahsentees who pav no taxation
here. T hope the Premier will pive
zorions thoneht to that matter. TPosszibly
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by the summoning of all the ability in this
Chamber some concrete recommendation
eould lLe arrived at. [ believe that even
the Opposition are desirous of placing taxa-
tion wpon the shoulders that should pro-
perly bear it. 1t is not right that in a young
fountry such as this, which has to contri-
bute interest and sinking fund and {o carry
out all the funetions of government, the
people should be saddled with excessive fax-
ation. Let us see whether, by getting to-
gether, we cannot assist the Treasurer to
devise a scheme whereby HEastern States
firms trading here will be made to coniribute
their due proportion of taxation to Western
Australia. 1 helieve such a course would be
applanded by all sections of our people. It
15 scandalous that big shipping firms, big
commercial firms, and big agency firms trad-
ing here should pay practically not a shil-
ling by way of taxation to Western Aus-
tralia, while our own big men, who are doing
something to develop industries for Western
Australia’s lasting zood, are paying thous-
ands of pounds a year by way of taxafion.
Moreover, the number of companies operat-
ing here, but registered oulside this State,
is inereasing every month. Tt would be a
goad idea to have a committee of both
Houses to see whether we cannot exploit
taxatinn methods in such a way as to saddle
some of these ¢ompanies with their proper
share of tax.

Mr. Riehardson: There is no need for a
coslition, We all agree with yon.

Ar. LAMBERT : But while we are agree-
ing, we float along without doing anything.
Let ws within this coming month call to-
wether the hest elements of both Houses and
see whetler we cannot assist the Treasurer
to arrive at some clear formnla of {axation
which wounld be fairer than the existing one,
end therefore more acceptable to the people
of Western Australia. Tt is only natural
that 1 should have a word or two to say
nhout the minine industry. T aprlavd the
fact that the Minister brought an expert
to Western Australia to advise lim and
the eountry as well along hread lines as to
how the mining mdusiry eonld hest he fur-
ther assgisted, All seetions of Parliament
are satisfied regarding the great valne of
the mining industry to Western Australia.
Members realise the great part it has plaved
in the past and what it may possibly do in
the future. Our agrienlturists should be in-

terested in the question because there is little
doubt that the best market for their produce
is the home market. The idea of stimulating
mining, and thus extending the home market
available, should appeal to the farmers. The
Royal Commissioner, Mr. Kingsley Thomas,
made many important recommendations, and
althongh I am not altogether with him in his
seathing veferences to the past management
of our mines, we may acknowledge that,
generally speaking, he has given us an in-
formative ontline of how we c¢an place the
industry on a better basis. When giving
evidenee 1 told Mr. Thomas that in making
his reeommendalions, he should not over-
look the fact that from 1914 oawards, Great
Britain had been engared in a war and that
during that period it had been almost im-
possible except at most excrbitant prices.
to bring the milling plants up to date. In
addition to that, the cost »f all classes of
goods and machinery renuired for the in-
dustry had gone up as mueh as 400 per-
eent. without any eorrespondine henefit, If
there is one industry in Awustralia that ean-
not pass on inereased charwes, it is the gold
mining industry. It is regretiable that M.
Thomas, in his enthusiasm to advise the
Minister along rieht lines, used language
that has not met with general support, bat
that hardly lessens the value of his report.
T am pleaced that he made favourable re-
commendations regarding the Coolgardie
goldfields and pointed out that duoring the
comparatively short time Coolgardie flour-
ished, about 1,500,000 tons of ore was
raised gziving a return of nearly 1,000,000
oss. of gold. YWhen it is realised that all
that gold was won within a radius of a
mile of’ the Coolgardie posi office, and that
no mine went down below 900ft—only one
shaft was sunk to that depth—hon. members
will azoree with the econclusion that Mr.
Kingsley Thomas arrived at, namely, that
Coolzardie is far from heing worked out.
In my evidence before the Roval Commis-
sion I maintained that the method under
which money was made available to the
mining industry did not provide the most
satisfactory conditions. What was neces-
sary, I informed the Commissioner, was a
thorongh reorganication of the Mines De-
partment and the provision of monetary
assistance on a totally different basis. The
fact that the Government mav advance
monev to prosrect a mine is not sufficient
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unless the money made available is ade-
guate to prove or disprove the ocenrrence
of gold in payable quantities. If it is not
possible to rrovide money on that basis, it
15 useless to start. The work should not be
done hy hatves. If a shaft is sunk for a few
hundred feet and a drive is then put in for
20£t. without any sions of zold-bearing ore,
it is useless getting fainthearted ar, in the
case of the Government, withdrawing their
financial support. Tf these questions were
handled properly by o technical adviser who
should lay down some definite policy that
would secure continuity in its application to
the industry, some value would he derived
from the expenditure of the State funds.
Tt would be wrong if I did not pay a tri-
bute to the present Minister for Mines. He
has had a lifelong acavaintance with the
mining industry and is most desirous of
aszisting those engaged in if.  After all, be
is only human and can only do his hest with
the work he has to eope with. That is one
difficulty in our present system. The Minis-
ter for Works is Minister for Labour,
Minister for State Trading Coneerns and
a dozen and one other things as well. The
Premier is Treasurer, Minister for Forests,
and Minister in charge of many other
branches, while the Colonial Seeretary is also
Minister in charge of six cr eight other
departments. It is high time common sense
was brought to bear and that the position
was reviewed in order that we might deter-
mine how much to expeet from Ministers
and whether or not additional
should he appointed.

Ministers

Mr. Richardson: T think vou are sweating
them.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is so. Ministers
have nat a moment io spare from their work,
and when we consider the exaeting nature
of public life to-day, it is almoest impossible
for Minicters to do the work expected of
them. Take our Ctate fradine concerns. Tn
our railways we have some £201,000,000 in-
vested. Tanex the Minister for Justice be-
ing the Minister for Railways and Minister
in charge of three or four other departments
as well. The Railway Department is big
enough to warrani, the attention of one Min-
ister, and if that were aereed to, the Min-
ister in ebaree would be able to concentrate
on what is one man’s job and perhaps save
the State thousands of pounds. Ro it is
with the Minister for Works who is the
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ministerial head of the State trading con-
verns. 1 do not know exactly how much
money 15 invesied in those utilities.

Mr. Hughes: Abont two and a half million
pounds.

Mr. LAMBERT: We have our timber
mills, our State ships, our agricultural im-
plement works, and many others.

Mr. Richardson: And the Wyndham Meat
Works as well.

Mr. LAMBERT: Let me forget that for
the moment. All members are agreed that,
notwithstanding any opinions they may hold
as to whether or not State irading is justi-
fied, we have got them, just the same as the
chap on whose doorstep the baby was left—
and we have got to nurse them.

Mr. Richardson: But in this ease they
helong to us, you know.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 do not wish to make
any reference to recent investigations, but
it must be clear to hon. members that we
want more strict and more exacting control
over the State activities. If we consider the
implement works, for instance, the machin-
ery there is totally uusuitable and out of
date. The whole of it should be dumped
into the river, and no business man would
dream of earrying on with such machinery
to operate. If we are to continue the works
for the benefit of the farmers they should
be put on a proper basis.

Mr. Sampson: Do you suggest that the
plant is ohsolete?

Mr. LAMBERT: JMost decidedly.

Hon. W. 1. Jolnson: It was obhsolete
when it was put in.

Mr. TAMBERT: Yes.
have been installed.

Mr. Sampson: 1t should not liave been
put there in any ease.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is realised that we
mnst continue to operate these propositions
as State concerns, and that being so, it is
ohviously the function of the Government to
coe that the plant is brought up to date, so
that prodnetion costs may be kept down.

Mr. Sampson: Why not dispose of the
works and save money?

Hon. W. T Johnson: You go down to
the Primary Producers’ (‘onference and sug-
west that.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Swan
{Mr. Sampszon} and other of his colleagues
stumped the country and promised that if
they were returned to power this iniquitous
svsiem of State enterprize would cease. and
that at the first opportunity the trading

It shonld never



coneertts wonld he sold.  The moment their
political -kins were likely to he punctured.
nothing maore was said.

Mr. Bampson: Yes, there was, Lot the
Lon. member turn up his “Hansard.”

Mr. LAMBERT: Tf the hon. member will
cast his mind baek to the opinions he ex-
pressed when he was o memher of the party
hefore the lasi one ke joinel, he will remeimn-
ber that he promised {o sell tlhe State trad-
ing eoncerns ot the frst opportunity.

dir. Sampson: And that promise stands.

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes, only as a promise,

Mr. Corboy: And is likely to keep stand-
ing,

Mr. LAMBERT: Perhaps some little sat-
isfaction is gained by the hon. member's con-
stituents from the incessant promises he
makes. Much has been said alout stimulat-
ing the agrienltural industry, and insepar-
able from that process must be a recognition
of the light land problem in Western Aus-
tralia. Ezxperienced farmers like the mer-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) and others
sitting on the Cross Benches assure us that
much of the light lands of the State are
capable of great production. That raises the
question of producing wheat at eompetitive
rates. The cultivation of the scil and pro-
duction itself boils down to a question of
£ s.d We must procure cheap fertilisers
and make land available cheaply too. We
must proceed with cultivation along lines
that we huve not attempted formerly.
Much good could be done for the farmers if
we had an agricultural chemist to advise
them. We have many, I will not say uscless
departmenial branches, but branches that
we could well do without. The Observatory
is an outstanding example. While people
seem to recognise that we must keep a man
to gaze at the stars, they do not recognise
the crying neced to give farmers sound
technical guidance in order that they
might get the greatest possible return out
of the soil.

Mr. Richardson: Does not the Govern-
ment Aslronomer record earthquakes also?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and | saw in this
morning's paper that he has actually dis-
covered a new star with hiz telescope. It is
to be hoped that when the proper time ar-
rives his memory will be immortalized for
that diseovery. I have a deep reverence for
astronomy, but not when it is carried on
at the State’s expense. If the Commonwealth
could be indueed to take over our Obhservi-
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tory 1 would suggest to the Prewmier that
they be given the whole of the plant to
take off to Canberra, while we made more
prutitable use of the observatory buildings.

Ton, W. ). Johnson: But the regular ob-
servance and even photograpling of the
hieavens is essential, is it not?

Alr. LAMBERT .. A few years ago all Lhe
ohservatoiies were usked io photograph the
heavens, and Western Anstralia was allotted
a due share. However, it was not long bhefore
it was discovered that our chap had been
photographing somebedy els¢’s stars, to the
annoyunce of that somebody else. 1 say that
the Treasurer is nob justified in lavishing
money ou an observatory when there are
many useful purposes te which the money
could he applied. Coming to the all-
absorbing question of wire netling, I hold
that the House should hammer at the Federal
Government and try to make them realise
theiv responsibility in this regard. There
vould be couveniently spent in this
State a couple of million pounds on
wire netting. In these days of rabbits
and other pests no farmer is seeure
unless he can eneclose his holding with
wire netting. We should do all we ean to
minimise the risk and loss our farmers are
put to by the invasion of rabbits and other
pests. Buf the gquestion must be tackled in
a ecomprehensive fashion. It is no use doing
it by halves. Out on the Nungarin line there
are farmers spending full time digging out
rabbit warrens instead of sttending to the
cultivation of their fields. Alse the Govern-
ment should try to get their engineers to de-
vice some comprehensive scheme of waler eon-
servation for agrienltural districts. 1t
would not be a very difficnlt matter for
the engineers of the Water Supply De-
partment 1o design the moulds for a
20,000-gallon eement tank. Given such
moulds, and providing that the excava-
tion had been previously made, the tank
could be built in a day. Of course, it
wonld be necessary to standardize the tanks
and have a complete travelling plant, else the
priece would be prohibitive. But with the
necessary plant on a motor lerry the staff
could go arcund the country districts from
farm to farm, putting in one tank per day.
Tt the work were tackled in that wav the enst
would be comparatively small. The making
of the moulds for a 20,000-rallon cement
tank would be only a detnil. This eountry
«honld be studder with such tanks, We shall
never get any real relief from possihle water
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shortage until we encourage farmers to make
proper provision for the conservation of
water.

Mr. Richardson: How would you get the
material for such a tank?

Mr. LAMBERT: The excavation having
been previously made, the motor lorry could
fetch along the plant, and the cement conld
be mixed on the job.

Mr. Richardson: A big job, I think.

Mr. LAMBERT: One who regards every-
thing as a big job is not likely to get any-
where. I say the thing is easy. If 1 were in
charge of the department I would not hei-
tate a moment to order the necessary plant
and set about the work. The sooner this
problem of water conservation is tackled the
better.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If they enly pro-
vided the moulds it would be an advantage.
We conld do the mixing ourselves.

Mr. LAMBERT: Everybody is pleased
with the showing made by the railways dur-
ing the past financial year. Of course, the
late Government take credit for the improved
financial position of the railways. However,
apart from the reasonably good management
of the Railway Department we have had eon-
tributory to the financial result a boaniiful
harvest and other favourable factors. Not-
withstanding the ecriticism levelled at the
Railway Department we can well be pleased
with the present position. It is only a matter
of time when, instead of having our railways
in the position in which they were five years
ago, when undoubtedly they were a burden
on the State, they will resume their unde-
niable usefnluess. I hold that wherever State
railways pay interest and sinking fund and
something over, a corresponding reduction
shonld be made in the freight rate. It is not
sound policy to run State railways and water
supplies on commereial lines. Rather should
they be regarded as agencies in the develop-
ment of the State. Railways should not be
expected to pay anything over and above in-
terest and sinking fund: afier that there
should be a corresponding reduction in
freights and fares.

Mr, Richardson: They shouvld not aim at a
profit.

Mr. LAMBERT: Certainly not. When
they begin te show a profit, they are de-
feating their proper funetion. Wow that
the tide has turned and we are again on the
up-erade, with the possibility of in-
ereased territorial revennes, T hope we
shall have a review of 1ailway rates
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and fares in the interests of our coun-
try distriets. The gold mising industry
also has been bhit by high railway fares.
There 18 now hut a2 compasatively sfunll
population on the goldfields, while there is
a lopg line of railway to serve that popula-
tion. It is only natural that the Radway
Commissioner should desire le get as much
as he can, but L bhope that a review
will be made of railway rates and fares.
That brings me to the guestion of railways
generally. It has always seemed an absurd
anomaly that the Public Works Department
should carry out railway construction work,
The HKailway Depariment is saddled with
the responsibility of running the railways,
but the other department has to buiid
them. 1 do not know when this dual control
crept in. 1f people have to run a railway
they should construct it. If they have not
the necessary engineering ability to construct
railways, they have not sufficient ability to
run them. It is only reasonable to suppose
that if the railways did construct their own
lines, they would do so with an eye to their
efficient running and proper management
afterwards.

Mr. Sampson: Would you have each de-
partment carry ouf its own work?

Mr. LAMBERT: T would have a railway
ronstruction department attached to the Rail-
way Department.

Mr. Sampson: That would be an additional
department.

Mr. CAMBERT : I daresay there are suffie-
ient officers in the department already to
carry out the grading and other work neres-
sary for the running of our railways. Why
should they hand over to the Public Works
Department the construction of some bush
hine in the agricultural distriets?

Mr. Sampson: It is better to have a highly
specialised department than to have several
sub-departments.

Mr. LAMBERT: Is it necessary to have
an Engineer-in-Chief to decide whether a
grade should be one in 60 or one in 80 in
order to tun a 3ft. 6in. railway into some
agricultural distriet? The constructional
part of nine-tenths of our railway system
would not eall for the services of a first
standard eneineer.

Mr. Sampson: T think you are wrong.

Mr. Withers: The railways that have been
handed over from the Public Works Depart-
ment have not been altogether satisfactory.

Mr. LAMBERT: A large proportion of
the work is platelaying. This pesition came
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up in the early days of the State, when the
Engineer-in-Chief, for the sake of self-glori-
fication, had everything, including railways,
brdght under his control. In this way the
Public Works Department came to carry
out the work. The praciice should be
stopped immediately. The work should be
dissociated altogether from that department
aod all eonstructional railway work should be
carried out by the Railway Department,
which is charged with the subsequent runs
ning of the service.

Mr. Taylor: Would you aceept their re-
ports on the wisdom of putting down certain
lines?

Mr. LAMBERT: That would be a matter
for the Railway Advisory Board.

Mr. Taylor: You are referring to construe-
tion work only.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. The Commissioner
and his officers should be charged not only
with the running of the railways but their
construction.

Mr. Richardson: I think you are entirely
right in that.

Mr. LAMBERT: This was brought home
to me when I had a survey made of the
loads that could he carried from Meekatharra
to Geraldton.

Mr. Sampson: I hope this is not an attack
upon the Minister for Works.

Mr. LAMBERT : The Minister can defend
himself. He does not need the hon. member
to do so. The member for Swan would be
the last person, in his puerile way, who
would be called upon to defend him.

Mr. SBampson: I would like to know what
is behind this.

Mr. LAMBERT: A nice sort of sabbath-
school defence you wounld put up.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

Mr. Sampson: Suppose you drop the am-
biguity.

Mr. LAMBERT: Although the Commis-
sioner is not allowed to construct his own
railways he has to acecept them from the
Puhlic Works Department when construeted
and run them as best he can, no matter
what the grade may be. He is also dabbling
in the control of the eleetricity supply, a
subjeet upon which he knows little or nothing.
It is absurd that he should be controlling
the power-house. What knowledge would
any railway engineer claim to possess con-
cerning the generation and distribution of
electric power?! The same thing may ba
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said concerning our tramway system. This
should be run in legitimate competition with
the railways. They should be under two
separate managements. Wherever the man-
ager of the tramways ean get passengers in
competition with the railways or anyone
else, he shounld get them,

Mr. North: 1t would be much healthier,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes.

Mr. Sampson: You would advocate free-
dom for the motor buses?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, so long as they
sdvocate freedom for the railways. If I
were Minister for Railways I would put on
20 or 30 buses to-morrow morning, and run
them in competition with the railways.

Mr. Richardson: We will have to make
you the Minister.

Mr. LAMBERT: It would then be a ques-
tion of the survival of the fittest. The buses
should be given every right to compete legiti-
mately with any concern that the Govern-
ment provides. When at Bruce Rock I said
that if the Governinent were not prepared
to provide suitable State hotel accommoda-
tion they should allow someone else to pro-
vide it.

Mr. Sampson: And it is urgently needed.

Mr. LAMBYRT: Both the tramways and
the electricity supply shounld be dissociated
from the railways. What has the matter
of electrie power, which means so much to
the future of Western Australia, to do with
the railways? If the manager of the power
station can buy eoal 1s. cheaper as a result
of employing other means of transport than
the raiiways he should be entiiled to do it.

Mr. Richardson: That is so.

Mr. LAMBERT: The only basis upon
which these things should be controlled is on
husiness lines. We should not have this
humbugging idea of saying “You must take
this, or take that.” Tt is the same with the
control of buses and many other things.
There is no need to hand over such coneerns
as the Metropolitan Water Supply, the met-

ropolitan trams, and other things to
hoards that are interestel only from
the parochial point of view. The

Government should consider handing over
all these suhordinate funetions to local bodies
that are direetly interested in running and
controlling them.

Mr. Richardson: That is a eood idea.

My. LAMBERT: I also wish to refer to
the rotten wav in which our railways have
been put down. Take the railway from
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Meekatharra to Geraldton, or that which
runs into the hills. We find ihat at one point
a locomotive can haul 200 tons, but that 20
miles away it can haul 300 tons. If mem-
bers would look at the scale of the Meeka-
tharra tv Geraldton railway, and that from
Perth to Merredin, they would be appalled
af the rotten way in which they have been
laid.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: .And thonsands of
pounds have been wasled.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, in unnecessary
haulage. It is a fundamental prineiple of
economies that a thing that is overchavged
for 1s unworkable,

Mr. Sampsen: Does that not prove that
an engineer is regunired to see that correet
grades are used?

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course an engineer
15 vequired. It the hon, member were zoing
to buy a printing machine he would not ask
for the opinion of the Engineer-in-Chief.
The grading of our railways is obviously
wrong. Any second-rate navvy could put
them right if he were given the levels. We
want the necessary deviations and regradings
to be carried out so that our railways can
carry their maximum loads, In America
trains are shifting 7,000-ton loads at a time.
In this comntry we are trving to compete
with the Tnited States in the production of
wheat. Recenfly the British Government
completed a contract with the Soviet Gov-
ernment for the purchase of five million
pounds worth of wheat, to be paid for in
cash or kind. Thiz must be very comforting
te our wheat pro.ucers. Next year Great
Britain will get five million pounds worth of
Rusgsian wheat. When Russia is organised
and the great southern provinces are again
producing, we shall never he able to stand
ujon competitive lines with them unless our
railways are properly miadid and we have
proper facilities for the carringe of our
produce te the shipping porfs. It is in
that spirit T urge that some of the problems
whirh are the foundation and life’s blood
of this younz | roducing eountry should be
considered. Once they are considered, the
abligation and responsibility are cast upon
the Government to find the money, and have
these necessary works carried out as they
shonld he. T am pleased the Government
have sanetioned the bunilding of the Esper-
ance railway, which is long overdue, It is
regrettable that a confliet of opinion has
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kept that railway back for 20 years, 1 was
pleased when the ex-Minister for Agrieul-
ture, Mr. Maley, came back from Esper-
anee, apd gaid he would stake his agrieul-
tural knowledge on the faet that the building
ol the raiiwsy would add another great piro-
vince to Western Australia. At that time
there were many opinions hosfile to its con-
struction. The men whe have grown old in
the mining industry should be given an op-
portunity {e select land on which to settle
their boys and girls and to find a home for
themsclves in their declining years. 1 hail
with the greatest satisfaction the Govern-
ment’s decision to build this railway. When
the fine 1s connected with the eaztern zold-
fields railway, our awn people on the ficlds,
wlio have burne the heat and burden of the
day, fhould alse he given an opportunity to
acquire land and settle on it with their
families, The problem of the extension of
the Tronseontinenta! railway on the 4ft.
8%in. gauge from Kalgootlie te Fremantle
should be tackled with all seriousness. That
extension, coupled with proper harbour faci-
lities at Fremantle, shonld make Fremantle
the prineipal terminal port of .Australia.
1t the Transcostinental line were extended
to Fremantle, before long we would e able
to pull up the rails of our eastern goldfieids
line and use them elsewhere, A fascinating
scheme has been put forward by that big
man ol Western Australia, W. N. Hedges,
with rewurd to the building of railways
alongside our natural watercourses.  That
snagestion should hmve our clogest possible
consideration. Mr. Hedges bus spent a life-
time on problems of transport. Over hig
own railways he has for years transported
close on 300,000 lons of firewood annually.
Nu one apprecintes more than he the need
for re-grading, and for taking advantage of
natural watercourses, so as to ensure the
maximue load for the minimnm of power.
A board should be appointed to 2o into the
matter of re-grading and deviating our rail-
ways. The knowledoe and experience of
men like Mr. Hedges should be availed of;
and I helieve that he and others would read-
ily give their services in the interesis of the
State. When we feel the comnpetition of
Southern Russia with our wheat, we shall
be compelled to attack the larger problems
of the development of our State. T again
express my hope that members, instead of
addressing themselves to little pettifogging,
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parochial matters, will zive their views on
the lsrger questions confronting Western
Austraiin.  Whether a railway station or a
giding ghould be puf in at Timbuctoo mat-
ters litile; the question ean be decided by
putling up a case before the Minister of the
day. [ say again, there shonid Le no place
in the public life of this country for men
of petty minds. \Western Australia has
almost limitless resourees, agrieuliural, pas-
toral, mining, and others.  This country
offers great opportunities for men who are
prepared to go ouf and work for them-
selves. Such men should be encouraged by
a*proper system of governmental assistance.
not coddling; and then this State will con-
tinue to progress as it has progressed in the
Jast.

MR, BARNARD (Sussex) [852]: It is
pleasing to learn from the Governor's
Speech that Western Australia is pro-
gressing  so  satisfactorily and that the
tinancial position has improved materially,
while eonditions of trade and industry and
of development are wgenerally satisfactory.
Land selection, too, is advancing, the wheat
harvest is a record, and the pastoral in-
dostry continues to develop. The export
trade in timber has been maintained dur-
ing the puast year, and steady progress has
been made with the development of the
Fremantle harbour, the Geraldfon Larbour,
and also the Bunbury harbour. No doubt
it is necessary that these ports sliould have
die consideration, and that their jetties
and harbours should be maintained so that
shippinz may be catered for. However, T
notice that no mention is made of a little
place where I live, a place called Bussel-
ton. The port of Busselton has been sadly
neglected for many years, so that it loses
a considerable amount of the shipping that
should visit it. The member for Bunbury
(Mr. Withers) has told us how neeessary
it is to improve the Bupbury harbour in
order to cope with its inereased frade. The
hon. member did net mention that during
last year 30,000 tons of fraffic went fo
Bunhury that should have been shipped at
Busselton. Indeed, tiniber was railed from
as far as 40 miles west of Busselton and
taken through Busselton to Bunbury for
shipment. I do not thiuk the present Gov-
ernment favour such a state of affairs, and
I trust that in the near future something
will be done for the port of Busselton.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Othei features ol the Governor's Speech
Luve been so tully dealt with by previous
speakers that 1 need not dwell upon them.
One matier on which 1 presuwe 1 am ex-
pected to say something las heen left
alone by most of the previous speakers——
1 refer to ihe report of (he Royal Comms-
sion on Group Settlement. lLast session I
stated that 1 thought sueh a Royal Com-
mission absolutely unnecessary—a waste
ot lime and money; and the report, I con-
sider, justifies the diagnosis I made. It is
a bulky report, and no doubt the members
of the Commission worked hard. 1 will
not say that (hey were biassed, though the
utterances ol sume of them before being
appointed Royal Commissioners were such
as mighi lead the pulilie to believe that
hias did exist. Still, I consider that they
have framed their report upon the evi-
denee they gathered. | find there is not
mueh (o be gained by the group settlement
scheme ftrom  lhe testimony of the 142
witnesses who were examined. The nam-
ber included 44 oflicial witnesses, 75 group
settlers, and 17 setilers from outside the
groups. The 44 officiuls were absolutely
new to that pari of the country and to the
scheme, and therefore knew little more of
the subject than the Commissivpers knew
before they set out an their inquiry. The
75 group settlers had been in that part of
Western Australia only a very short time,
and were without knowledge of the capa-
hilities of the land, or of what it was
likely to do under group setilement. and
therefore no notice ean be taken of their
evidence, esperially as they were dissatis-
fied group seltlers remaining on the groups
merely while awaiting better opportuni-
fies. A great deal has been said abont
the class of men on the groups. It has
been alleged that they are unsuitable and
will never make settlers. We all have our
little opinions of different people. Although
some of the men on the groups have never
before handled an axe or a spade, that
does not say they will not make good
settlers eventually. Times cnt of number
it has been proved that men who are
willing to work and to learn ean do what
other men have done. On the wheat areas
men who had never farmed hefore have
done well. What is possible in one place
is possible in another. We should not dis-
paraze the group settlers, but encourage
them as muoeh as possible, as we are look-
ing forward to the group settlements
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pruving a great benefit to Western Aus-
tralia, particularly in the direction of
dairving, As regards the 17 outside
settlers examined by the Comnission, one
uf them had been 15 months in the South-
West, another four years, another 415
years, one 9 years, one 11 years, one 12,
and one 14, The last-mentioned was living
on 1U3 acres on which he has reared his
tanily and has done well. Yet he seems
dissatisfied. The Commission should Lave
called witnesses from among the elder and
successtul settlers in the district, of whom
there are plenty. Such witnesses could
have given the Cowmmission muech more
reliable evidence.

Mr, Lindsay: What about Prowse?

Mr. BARNARD: Mr, Prowse is not a
farmer, but a dealer in stoek.

Mr, Taylor: He is a cattle dealer.

Mr. BARNARD: 1 kpoow nearly every
man in that part of the Seuth-West, and
how long he has been there, and what he
has heen doing.

Mr. Lindsay: What abont Smith?

Mr. BARNARD: Mr. Smith is a success-
ful farmer. In his time he has had threc
Tarms in the South-West, and has done
well on each of them. He likes changes,
but he still remains in the South-\Vest.
Probably he will sell his present farm.
No one can say that he is not a satis-
factory man in the South-West.

AMr. Taylor: He seems like a land jobber.

Mr. BARNARD: The Commission seem
to have done their utmost to make every-
body on the groups dissatisfied, and to
have spared no pains to bring up every-
thina possible against the men and against
the women. The women are really good
helpers to their husbands, and are working
very hard indeed to make homes on the
group settlements. I am sure many of the
group settlers will prove soceessful. The
Commission say that not more than 50
per cent. will sueceed. I hope we shall
get 50 per cent. of successes. DMost
decidedly the seheme will be successful
if 50 per cent. of the settlers are to make
good. With the encouragement and assist-
ance that the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Lambert) said every big scheme should re-
ceive, I am safisfied that in the South-West
we shall have a dairying industry of which
we shall be justly proud. There are woys
of helping the settlers that will be benefieial.
Tt was stated that the setflers will not make
a success of dairying unless they go in for
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side lines, and one proposal was that a bonus
shonld be granted on every lb. of butter fat
produced in order to encourage them to con-
tinue dairying operations. The Royal Com
mission claim that piecework is essential for
the group settlement proposition, and advise
that a training farm be established where
newcomers may be tanght agrieuftural
work, Piecework is probably quicker and
better than day work where men of experi-
cnee are concerned, but piecework is useless
unless the group settlers know all about land
clearing. In my opinion the proposal for
a training farm is futile. What better train-
ing could a man have than work on his own
farm? They should continue to be trained
ag in the past and I am satisfied that after a
few months’ experience on clearing work,
men witl be in a position to go on piecework,
Encouragement and assistance is what is re-
quired in order to make the group settlement
scheme a success. The Royal Commission
has not given the settlers any encouragement
whatever and T hope the Government will not
attach too much importance to the report.
T trust they will continue the good work that
has been inaugurated, and that money will
be found under the new agreement so that
the work may proceed satisfactorily. I am
pleased to know that the Premier visited
England and has returned with wider experi-
ence. I am sure that experience will be of
henefit to the State and partienlarly to the
South-West, The Minister for Lands (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) has his heart and soul in the
work and I am sure lie will earry on success-
fully. I trust that the Covernment will con-
tinue the group settlement schemes and that
they will bring thousands of settlers from
the Old Country. We constantly hear it said
that we desire a white Australia. That being
so, the British people are those we should
have on the land. I am convinced the scheme
will be a suceess, We know that some of the
Iznd is very light and prohably it will require
creater attention from the standpoint of fer-
tilisation than the good land. We must re-
member that there is also light land to be
found in the wheat counirv, and as it was
tried ont there, so it must be tried out in the
South-West. T am sure that we shall find
onr Jabours have not been in vain and that
eroup setflement will prove satisfactorv and
suecessful in the long run.

On motion by Mr. Chesson debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.m.



